Engineering specifics of the periodontal curet's cutting edge.
Much has been reported on the qualitative, and to some degree, the quantitative effects of wear and sharpening of the periodontal curet's cutting edge. Presented here is an engineering model of the periodontal curet's cutting edge during wear and sharpening, and an estimated life of a typical periodontal curet. Although not confirmed by scientific experiments, this engineering model provides a framework for further scientific analysis. It also gives a clinical appreciation for the longevity of such periodontal instruments.